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“Foreknowledge”      Text – Romans 8:29       OT Reading – Amos 3

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
One of the commentaries that I read from in preparation for this sermon tells the following story: 
In 1966 the Hindu holy man and mystic Rao announced that he would walk on water.  And as you can well imagine, this attracted a great deal of attention, and on the day set for the feat a great crowd gathered around a large pool in Mumbai, India, where it was to occur.  The holy man prayerfully prepared himself for the miracle and then stepped forward to the pool's edge.  A solemn hush fell over the assembled observers.  Rao glanced upward to heaven, stepped forward onto the water, and then immediately plummeted into the pool's depths.  Sputtering, dripping wet, and furious, he emerged from the pool and turned angrily on the embarrassed crowd.  "One of you," he said, "is an unbeliever."
Now, this was, of course, a very handy excuse for his failure; blame it on someone else’s lack of faith.  But it also serves as a useful illustration of the truth of our salvation.  
If our salvation depended on our faith or the faith of others, we would be in desperate trouble.  
As those who believe in Jesus Christ, our faith is often weak.  
We can struggle with doubt or with divided loyalties or even unbelief.  
I am sure that each one of us knows exactly what the father of that demon possessed boy meant when he said to Jesus in Mark 9, “I believe, help my unbelief.”  
But many out there and some in here have heard the gospel but are not yet convinced.  For you unbelief rules.  And our prayer is that this might change for you; that you might yet believe that you are a sinner who needs Jesus Christ as your saviour.
However, what all of this reveals is that if our salvation depended on our faith or the faith of others, we would be in desperate trouble.

Well, last week we took quite some time setting out the wrong view of how salvation works.  
We saw that the Bible clearly teaches election.  
But we saw also that many Christians explain election as not one decree of God to save some but various decrees of God that view man as the ultimate master of his eternal destiny.  
Foreseen faith is the basis of election.
God does not choose some who, then, because of that choosing, become believers.  No, man freely chooses to believe, and God foresees this and so recognizes this in terms of election.
And in this connection, we turned to Romans 8:28-30 and the golden chain of salvation.  And we noted the emphasis in those verses on God as the ‘worker’ of salvation.  
These verses are all about God.  
Paul wants believers to see that the ground of their salvation is not themselves but God and God alone.  
And he wants believers to see this so they may be comforted and encouraged and empowered by this gospel truth.
Well, we very briefly alluded to it last week, but today we want to focus on the first link of this golden chain – foreknowledge.  “For those God foreknew He also predestined” and called and justified and glorified.  
So, the three things we are going to do are to consider this biblical word, then look at a biblical explanation of the word, and then, finally, consider a biblical example of the word.
Firstly then, let’s look at this biblical word.

1. The Greek word translated as ‘foreknew’ is pro-ginosko.  It means ‘before-know’ or ‘to know beforehand.’  
a. And in relation to you and I, here is how that works.  
i. Your sister offers you a choice of chocolates from a box of Cadbury Favourites.  And you look at all of the different chocolates.  Obviously, you will not choose a Cherry Ripe or a Turkish Delight because they are just horrible.  No, you choose a Dream or a Flake.  Hmmm.   But no sooner do you pick that out of the box than your sister says, “I knew you would pick that one!  I just knew it.  You always pick the Flakes.”  
A. So, we could say that your sister foreknew what you would pick.  Before you picked the Flake, she knew you would pick the Flake.  
ii. This then is the simple understanding of foreknowledge – knowing something before it happens.
b. So, does God know all things before they happen?  Is God all-knowing?  Yes, He is.  
i. Acts 15:17 says, “Says the LORD who does all these things.'  "Known to God from eternity are all His works. "”  
ii. And we use one of those wonderful O words to describe this – God is omniscient – omni – all, scient –knowing.
c. This then is the way that many believers understand this word and how they connect it with election.  Before the creation of the world, God knew who would later believe in Christ and so He chose them – they became His elect ones.  Salvation, then, is on the basis of foreseen faith.
d. But here is the problem with that understanding according to this verse or these verses.  
i. Firstly, faith is not mentioned anywhere in these verses.  
A. This foreknowing is not linked to faith but to people.  It is “Those God foreknew,” not ‘what-those-would-one-day-do God foreknew.’  Do you see the difference?  People are in view here.
B. Secondly, consider the context, v28 talks about God working all things for the good of those who love Him, “who have been called according to His purpose.”  
1) If you keep carving away all of the extras and layers of what is being said here in these magnificent verses, what lies at the very bottom?  His purpose.  
2) You have the five links of the golden chain, you have God working all things for good, and this has those who love God in view, and they are the ones He has called.  But the birth point of all of this is “His purpose.”  
e. So the flow of these verses goes like this: (1) God has a purpose to save certain people, and (2) He does something to those people as the first step in the process of saving them – He foreknows them.
i. And here is where we need to see how this word has so much more in view, in relation to God, than the simple understanding of it as ‘knowing something ahead of time’ that we might use of ourselves.  

But to see this, we need to step out of these verse to see the biblical explanation of this word, our second point.
1. Turn with me please to Acts 3:23.  For there the same Greek word is used and translated as ‘foreknowledge.’  
a. Speaking to a crowd of Jews about Jesus, Peter is trying to show them that they are guilty sinners who need a Saviour.  He says, “This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put Him to death by nailing Him to a cross.”
i. And Peter’s words here are very clear.  Peter is not merely telling these people that God knew that Jesus would be crucified before it happened.  He did know that; He is omniscient, but that is not Peter’s meaning.  
ii. What Peter is saying is that God sent Jesus to earth to be crucified; God determined beforehand that Jesus would have to die at Calvary for the salvation of His people, and so that is what happened.  
A. Because God foreknew it, Jesus had to die on the cross.  
B. God foreknows something, it happens.
2. But if we take one step closer to the matter of salvation, turn back with me to the passage we read earlier in Amos 3.  
a. There God calls on a number of witnesses to agree that His judgment in Israel is deserved.  But look at v2.  It says there of the nation of Israel, “You only have I chosen of all the families of the earth.”  
i. Now, a more literal translation of that verse goes like this, “Only you I have known of all families of the land.”  
ii. The literal translation of the word ‘chosen’ in the NIV is the word ‘known.’  
A. And this is not to say that ‘chosen’ is a poor translation.  In fact, it is a very helpful translation, because it helps us see that God knowing accomplishes something.  
1) And that is bound right up inside that word knowing.  It is not just a knowledge about something, it is a knowledge that results in something.  
iii. And the best illustration of this is the wonderful way the old King James version describes the act of sexual intercourse between husband and wife.  Do you remember it?  
A. Adam knew his wife Eve.  But it doesn’t end there does it!  Adam knew his wife Eve and she conceived and gave birth to a son.  
1) This ‘knowing,’ which is an incredible reflection of ‘God’s knowing’ accomplishes something; it results in something.  
iv. As one commentator explains this word ‘knows’: It means that God ‘enters into a relationship with before.’  
A. And so, God knowing Israel causes Israel to become His beloved child; His special people; His treasured possession.  
1) God knows = God chooses = Israel becomes God’s people.  
3. So, let’s now get even closer to our text in Romans 8:29 by turning next to Romans 11.  For there also the same word is used in a way which also sheds light on its use in 8:29.  
a. In Romans 11, Paul is defending the doctrine of the eternal security of the elect against the accusation of those who say this cannot be so because many Jews did not believe in Jesus.  And Paul answers that accusation with a number of responses, but at the beginning of ch. 11, he does so making use of the word “foreknew.”  He says, “I ask then: Did God reject his people?  By no means!  I am an Israelite myself, a descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin.  God did not reject His people, whom He foreknew.”  
i. And here we are pointed back to what we just noted in Amos 3 about the special relationship between God and His people.  
A. What does Paul mean here?  
1) Well, what he does not mean is that God does not reject those whom He sees in advance will reject Him.  
a) That is a) ludicrous, and b) no help at all to Paul’s argument!  
2) What Paul means is that even in the case of Israel, God’s chosen people, God has not elected every Jew unto salvation.  Instead, He has chosen some of Israel , a remnant, unto salvation.  And he, Paul, is one of that elect remnant.  
a) So, Paul’s point is that those God has elected unto salvation are kept in that salvation.  Those God foreknew will never be rejected by God and fall away.
ii. And if you skip down to verse5, Paul continues, “So too, at the present time there is a remnant chosen by grace.  And if by grace, then it is no longer by works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace.”  
A. Here too then we see that foreknowledge cannot be on salvation on the basis of foreseen faith.  For that would not be grace – underserved favour, but merit, a deserved reward for freely choosing Christ. 
iii. And if we are in any doubt about salvation being wholly the gracious work of God in the hearts of those he has chosen, look at what Paul goes on to say in verse7, “What then?  What Israel sought so earnestly it did not obtain, but the elect did.  The others were hardened, as it is written: "God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes so that they could not see and ears so that they could not hear, to this very day."”  
A. The remnant, which included Paul, possess salvation because they are among God’s elect.  The rest of the Jews did not obtain it.  Why?  Was it because they did not want to be saved?  No.  Paul is clear.  They earnestly sought salvation.  But their hearts were hardened by God.  They were not those God purposed to save.  They were not those God foreknew.  Thus, they were not those who came to faith in Jesus Christ.
1) Some God chooses unto salvation and they will live with Christ in heaven

2) Others He does not choose to salvation and they will burn in hell.  

a) This is what the Bible teaches.
4. So, as we return to our text in Romans 8:29 then, what is meant by “those God foreknew” is clear.  It is not those He foresaw would believe that became His elect.  It is those He foresaw that are chosen to believe.  
a. It is those He purposed to save in Jesus Christ that He foreknew in Jesus Christ, that He predestined in Jesus Christ, that He called by and into Jesus Christ, that He justified in Jesus Christ, and that from His perspective He has glorified with Jesus Christ, but from our perspective He will glorify with Jesus Christ.  
i. It is a foreknowing through and into Jesus Christ that results in believers.

Well, let’s end then by looking at one biblical illustration of this word.  Turn with me please to John 11. 
1. The view of many dear Christians, as we have previously noted, is that God neither elects some to salvation nor hardens others.  He simply offers them salvation and leaves them free to either choose it or reject it.  It is impossible, however, to reconcile that view with what Jesus says in John 7:37, “No one can come to me unless the Father draws Him.”
2.   And we see this so clearly here in John 11.  And I borrow this illustration from the preacher and author, James Montgomery Boice.  
a. John 11:1-37 records the death of Lazarus, a dear friend of Jesus.  And at v38, Lazarus has been dead in his tomb for some days now.  
i. And in his physical state, he is the perfect picture of every human being before conversion – dead.  
ii. So, let’s you and I join Lazarus’ sisters, Mary and Martha, there outside the tomb.   Let’s offer him life.  We will call out, passionately, “Lazarus, Lazarus!  Come forth, Lazarus.  We want you back.  We miss you.  If you will just get up out of that tomb and return to us, you'll find that we are all anxious to have you back.  No one here is going to put any obstructions in your way.”  And so, we wait, expectantly.  
A. What do you think boys and girls, will Lazarus come out?  Of course not.  You see, Lazarus does not have the ability to come back.  Lazarus is dead!  The call is given, but he cannot come.  
iii. But now, look at v43.  What happens there?  “Jesus called in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’  [And] the dead man came out.”  
A. Do you think Jesus words were an invitation?  Was Lazarus offered the choice of coming out of the tomb or staying in the tomb?  No Lazarus receives a gospel summons.  Lazarus is drawn out of death by the God who called creation out of nothing!  And Lazarus comes out, and lives.
iv. And people of God, as Lazarus was summoned from physical death to life by the voice of Jesus, so God summons those He has foreknown and chosen from spiritual death to eternal life by the voice of Jesus Christ in the word preached here by me or out there by you and I. 
3. In Isaiah 46:9-11, God Himself says this, “Remember the former things, those of long ago; I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me.  I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come.  I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please.  From the east I summon a bird of prey; from a far-off land, a man to fulfill my purpose.  What I have said, that will I bring about; what I have planned, that will I do.”
a. This is not a God who just offers salvation and hopes someone might choose to believe.  This is a God who has a salvation purpose that He brings to pass in terms of a definite number of people.
b. And seeking to capture the cosmic sweep of this magnificent doctrine that looks back to God’s purpose before the creation of the world and forward to eternal life in heaven, one commentator put it like this: “The Father loves Jesus so much that He is determined to have many more people like Him.”  Just ponder that for a moment: “The Father loves Jesus so much that He is determined to have many more people like Him.”  
i. This does not mean those who are divine as Jesus is divine.  
ii. What this means is those who are made like Jesus Christ; those who are reflections of Jesus Christ.  
A. And it goes completely against the character of the God of the Bible and everything we have studied together to think that He would do this by simply offering salvation to all in the hope that some might believe.  No.  The God of the Bible has chosen a definite number of those who will believe, who He will make like His Son Jesus Christ, who He will present as a gift to His Son Jesus Christ at the end of time.  
And this, brothers and sisters, is the God of your salvation.  Amen. 

